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Dear National Youth Achievement Award Council, 

Dear Singaporean Helpers and Guides, 

Dear Direction of the University of Applied Sciences East Switzerland, 

Dear International Relations University of St. Gallen, 

Dear Swiss School Singapore, 

Dear Embassy Singapore, 

 

On behalf of this year's Swiss delegation, we would like to thank the National Youth 

Achievement Award Council (NYAA) for the so kind hosting of the group of exchange 

students in Singapore. We highly value the close relationship that was built up during many 

years of collaboration and it was a pleasure to welcoming the Singaporean delegation in 

February 2018 during their stay in Switzerland. Our stay in Singapore was a unique and 

amazing experience. Not only did we make many new friends, but we were also able to 

embrace Singapore's culture and experience Singapore from a Singaporean perspective.  

  

Thank you very much.  
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Programme overview 

   

Day 1  - Arrival at Singapore Changi International Airport 

- Received by NYAA youth leaders  

- Transfer to hotel Chancellor@Orchard 

- Welcome dinner 

 

Day 2  - Visit the Singapore Art Museum 

- Visit the Singapore National Museum 

- Explore Orchard Road 

 

Day 3  - Explore the Flowers Dome and the 

Cloud Forest at the Gardens by the Bay 

- Explore the Marina Bay Waterfront Promenade 

 

Day 4  - World Cities Summit and World Water Week 

- Visit China Town 

 

Day 5  - World Cities Summit and World Water Week 

- Visit Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park 

 

Day 6  - Courtesy call on Mr. Fabrice Maurice Ernest Filliez, Ambassador of 

Switzerland to Singapore at the Embassy of Switzerland 

- Visit Little India and the India Heritage Centre 

- Visit the Night Safari 

 

Day 7  - Invitation at UBS University 

- Courtesy call on Mr Armin Amin, Senior Parliamentary Secretary for 

Home Affairs and Health 

- The skyline of Singapore by night, Sightseeing at Marina Bay 

 

Day 8  - Visit the Marina Barrage and the Singapore Sustainable Gallery 

- Visit China Town, the Buddha Tooth Relics Temple 

- 70th Anniversary Dinner of the Malay Youth Literary Association. 

Guest of Honour: Her Excellency Dr. Halimah Yacob, 

President of the Republic of Singapore 

 

Day 9  - Lunch with Mr. James Soh, Executive Director of the NYAA 

- Exploring Singapore on our own 

- Departure from Singapore Changi International Airport 
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Day 1 – Arrival in Singapore  

For the Swiss delegation, the trip to Singapore began at Zurich Airport. Some of us had already 

met at the International Swiss Talent Forum in Thun in February (2018). It was a very good 

atmosphere and we were all looking forward to of our trip to Singapore. For most of us, it was 

the first time in Asia. After the security checks were done, we had some coffee. Finally, we 

moved to the gate and to our seats in one of the biggest Swiss passenger jets. 

During the 12-hour flight, we slept a bit and watched movies from the on-board library. We 

had time to read our guide of Singapore to understand the country and the difference in culture 

a bit better. 

We safely landed at Singapore Changi International Airport the next day. It really was a 

pleasure to arrive in Singapore because of the very warm welcome of our hosts from the NYAA. 

They guided us to the Hotel Chancellor@Orchard. After a short break, we all went out with our 

local guides to explore Orchard road and the city of Singapore. Finally, we all went to a small 

restaurant to try the famous Chinese pork soup. It was tasty and a pleasure to discover new 

kind of food. We were all tired after our long journey. Therefore, we decided to spend the rest 

of the evening at the hotel and get some rest. 

 

Day 2 – Singapore Art Museum and National Museum of Singapore 

Our first night was only interrupted by some temperature problems with the air conditioner 

and the well-known jetlag, which was not so serious though. In the morning after breakfast, 

we were heading towards the Singapore Art Museum, where we could see some contemporary 

artworks of Asian art. Before lunch, we moved to the Singapore National Museum, where we 

learned much about Singapore’s history and its development. Besides this exhibition, the 

Story of the Forest, a spectacular digital presentation of the nature of Singapore, was another 

artwork we really enjoyed watching. 

After the arrival of our Organizer Svetlana Hegar and her daughter Nea, we went for dinner 

at a large food court in a shopping mall at Orchard Road. At this place, everyone could follow 

his own taste and it was a favourable opportunity to try new food. Exploring Orchard Road 

and its gigantic shopping malls left us quite impressed by the density and size of everything.  
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Day 3 – Gardens by the Bay 

On our third day, we went to the famous Gardens by the Bay. Located at the Marina Bay 

Sands, the two domes were impressive not only because of their architecture but also because 

of their size. Equipped with a video and audio guide, we went exploring the flower dome during 

the morning. There we looked at flowers and plants from all over the world. Lunch we had at 

a nearby food court where we could choose our meals ourselves again according to our taste. 

Right after, our Singaporean friends ordered a local desert. Basically liking Asian food, we just 

couldn’t get familiar with its taste when it comes to desert. 

The second huge glass dome we visited in the afternoon included more local vegetation as 

well as world’s tallest indoor waterfall. The walk around was marvellous and inviting to take 

loads of photographs. 

Back at our hotel, we had a short rest before we went out for dinner at a vegetarian restaurant. 

The meals were excellent and apart from the jelly in the iced tea, we were more than satisfied 

- jelly was kind of a returning theme when it came to food and drinks. Guided by our local 

hosts, we visited the National library of Singapore and another shopping mall before we went 

back.   
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Day 4 – World Cities Summit and China Town 

We all were looking forward to this day because of our participation at the World Cities Summit 

2018. After the ride with our private coach to the Marina Bay Sands Convention Centre and 

the following security checks, we found ourselves amid key decision makers from all around 

the world at the opening ceremony in the grand ballroom. After having had luxurious business 

lunch we were free to explore the exhibitions regarding sustainable city development and 

water technologies. To see latest approaches and technologies was fascinating and inspiring. 

In the evening, visiting China Town was on our programme. In this quite huge area, we 

enjoyed taking photographs of traditional Chinese buildings and accessories as well as the 

shops were Chinese products are sold. We also were astonished that even in areas like China 

Town the ethic quotes policy is valid.  
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Day 5 – World Cities Summit and Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park 

The second day at the World Cities Summit was even more interesting. In the morning, two 

sessions of five different panel discussions were hold. Therefore, we all could follow our major 

interests. The quality of these conferences was extraordinary. Experts in their fields like the 

Minister of city development of Singapore or the mayor of Copenhagen were giving an insight 

in their area of expertise and reported on the most significant points. We also got the 

opportunity to talk to some of these experts in person, which was highly beneficial. 

We had to depart soon after lunch because of another point on our schedule. It was a guided 

tour around Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park, an area that was lately transformed from a boring canal 

to a clean green recreation area for the nearby residents. 

Just by Chance, we met the Governor of Siaya, a county of Kenia, and two fellows on this tour 

and got the possibility to talk to them and find out more about the different challenges 

regarding city planning and development African countries are facing. 
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Day 6 – Swiss Embassy, Little India and Night Safari 

The programme of our sixth day in Singapore started quite late so we could get some more 

sleep. For a courtesy call on Mr. Fabrice Maurice Ernest Filliez, Ambassador of Switzerland to 

Singapore we were invited at the Embassy of Switzerland, which was a unique experience. 

Fitting to our afternoon programme, we went for a delicious lunch at an Indian restaurant. 

Little India, the original town area the Indians used to live, is colourful and rather traditional 

compared to other areas in Singapore like the financial district with its recent skyscrapers. At 

the India Heritage Centre, we learned more about the historical background of the Indians in 

Singapore and their immigration. 

In the evening, we headed towards Night Safari, another attraction of Singapore. Like in a 

Zoo animals could be looked at while riding in a train. The visit was rounded up by a well-

staged animal show in a huge arena. 
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Day 7 – UBS University and Courtesy call of Mr Armin Amin 

On day seven, we were invited for a courtesy call on UBS University. The majestic looking 

building was the former Command House and official residence of the British General Officer 

Commanding during colonial times. After our interesting visit, we also knew why we Swiss are 

always regarded as wealthy people. 

The next point on our schedule was a private meeting with Mr. Armin Amin, Senior 

Parliamentary Secretary for Home Affairs and Health. He was participant of this very exchange 

program some years ago, which is an interesting fact. We all enjoyed the unconstrained talk 

outlining similarities and differences of Switzerland and Singapore. 

The evening was reserved for sightseeing by night at the famous Marina Bay. After having 

eaten chicken rice at a Chinese restaurant, we proceeded towards the bay. It was a wonderful 

warm evening. The skyline of Singapore was impressive and we took many photographs. We 

also were lucky to go on a boat cruise at Singapore River and the Marina Bay.  
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Day 8 – Marina Barrage and 70th Anniversary Dinner of Malay Youth 

Literary Association 

The Marina Barrage is a huge dam, which is used for storage of fresh water. Hence, the Marina 

Bay is acting as a huge reservoir. This place of interest was part of this day’s visits. We went 

there in the morning and had a great view on the skyline of Singapore – this time by daylight. 

We were given an exclusive guided tour at the newly opened Singapore Sustainable Gallery, 

a modern exhibition of sustainable development in Singapore. Heading back to China Town 

again, we were visiting the Buddhist temple and had some more time to explore China Town 

and to buy some souvenirs. 

Wearing our most formal clothes, we followed our invitation to the 70th Anniversary Dinner of 

Malay Youth Literary Association, where the president of the Republic of Singapore Her 

Excellency Dr. Halimah Yacob was guest of honour. Right after the abundant dinner, we had 

the possibility to meet Her Excellency in person for a photograph. Instead of going out 

afterwards, we decided to stay at our hotel playing cards and enjoying our last night together.  
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Day 9 – Goodbye and departure from Singapore 

On our final day of our exciting stay in Singapore, we had last time lunch together. In Addition 

to our friendly hosts, Mr. James Soh, Executive Director of the NYAA joined us for saying 

goodbye. We got some small presents and were given the popular fruit durian for a try. Being 

the culmination of our Asian food experience, this disgusting fruit is supposed to smell like 

hell but taste like heaven and is loved by the locals.  

The afternoon was on our own leisure. Some of us tried to gather a glance from the top of the 

Marina Bay Sands Hotel and others enjoyed themselves in looking around the various huge 

shopping malls. 

In the evening, when having gathered all together again, the end of a fantastic time came 

closer. Our hosts accompanied us until we finally had to say goodbye at the departure hall of 

Singapore Changi International Airport. Time has passed almost too fast and we certainly 

would have enjoyed staying longer. It simply was an amazing time and it will stay a 

memorable experience for all of us! 
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Quotes of the participants 

«The Switzerland-Singapore exchange programme was an outstanding experience. 

Participating at the World Cities Summit, diving into the Singaporean culture and meeting 

people from Singapore who were welcoming us with open arms were tremendous enrichments 

for me.» 

Burger Mara 

«Participating at this exchange programme was an absolutely great experience. Besides the 

inspiring panel discussions at the World Cities Summit, we met and talked to very interesting 

people, made new invaluable friends and shared many ideas. Learning much about the city of 

Singapore, it was a favourable opportunity to compare it with Switzerland and to outline key 

points regarding sustainable development.» 

Huber Joel 

«The bilateral exchange with Singapore was incredibly fascinating. We had the unique chance 

to observe and to learn about Singapore and its culture in those few compelling days. 

Singapore truly is a captivating country.» 

Hug Valérie 

«The Switzerland-Singapore exchange programme was a real voyage of discovery and 

learning that consisted not just in seeking new landscapes, but in having new eyes and in 

sharing precious skills for our common future.» 

Ischer Théophile 

«It was very interesting to see, how fast a very little country can grow up with so many 

different nationalities.» 

Kalt Silvan 

«...» 

Lehnert Simon 
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«...» 

Ohnesorge Adam 

« Our small group flourished in the environment of Singapore – new friendships have formed, 

ideas got shared and it felt like everybody had something to take away for a lifetime. There 

is truly something at core that Switzerland shares with Singapore, even though our cultures 

and environments could not be more different. We learned a lot about problems and 

challenges to tackle for a better future. Nevertheless, regarding all the amazing people I got 

to know and relationships this capable, I feel very confident!» 

Reitemeier Lukas 

«To share is one of the most precious things we can do and in Singapore you share everything! 

You share your meals, you share your knowledge, you just share everything you have and so 

much more will return: moments of laughter and joy, a diversity of tastes and surprises, a 

broad range of knowledge and a life where you live together in peace. Keep sharing!» 

Hegar Svetlana 

«Being part of the Switzerland-Singapore exchange programme was a great experience. It 

was wonderful to explore Singapore with the participants, who I have met in Switzerland, 

tasting their food and exploring their modern city. This opportunity is something I will 

remember for ever.» 

Hegar Nea 

 


